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Assessment title and description: 
 
Antigone paragraphs – Students write 1 paragraph based on each question. 
 
 
 
Learning Targets:  

 I can develop an argument using relevant and sufficient evidence. (W1) 
 I can organize and develop my writing so that it is clear and appropriate for the 

task, purpose, and audience. (W4) 
 I can use standard writing conventions including properly citing evidence. (L1&2) 

Included (*=required): 
o assignment* 
o rubric* 
o student work with feedback* 
o scaffolding leading up to the assessment 
o notes from grade team and/or department discussion about 

the work 
o student self-reflection on the work 
o teacher reflection on the work 



 

2 Formal Paragraphs Checklist 

The goal of writing the 2 formal paragraphs is to develop your ability to write 

formal paragraphs in a persuasive essay without having to write an entire essay.  

 

Do Antigone’s decisions reflect extreme pride and obstinacy or dedication to 

virtue? 

 

Do Creon’s decisions reflect a desire for totalitarian control or loyalty to his 

citizens?  

 

The following are required to be in your document: 

□ 2 formal paragraphs (7-9 sentences each); one on each question 

□ Includes 

 independently-selected and properly-cited quotations  

 use of sentence starters to incorporate evidence 

 use of new discipline-specific vocabulary 

 formal tone 

 transition words 

 logical sequencing of valid claims, reasoning, and evidence 

 incorporation, analysis, and evaluation of multiple perspectives 



 

Name: ______________________________         Topic: _____________ Date:  _________________ 

 

Argument Paragraph Rubric 

 
 4 3 2 1 Score 

I can develop an 

argument using relevant 

and sufficient evidence. 

(W1) 

I express a strong argument 

with clear reasons. 

I expertly cite evidence 

from various credible 

sources to support 

reasoning. 

I effectively acknowledge 

and refute the opposing 

argument. 

I extend a complex analysis 

to larger implications for 

human society. 

I express a clear argument 

with reasons. 

I cite evidence from 

various credible sources 

to support reasoning. 

I acknowledge and refute 

the opposing argument. 

I extend my analysis to 

larger implications for 

human society. 

I express an argument and 

mostly relevant reasons. 

I cite evidence from at 

least one source to 

support my reasoning. 

My argument and 

reasons are not entirely 

clear. 

My evidence is vague, 

unclear, or not clearly 

relevant. 

2.5 

You have chosen 

good evidence to 

support your 

argument.  

Try to extend 

your analysis to 

our lives today. 

I can organize and 
develop my writing so 
that it is clear and 
appropriate for the 
task, purpose, and 
audience. (W4) 

I develop my argument 

thoughtfully and 

persuasively using strong 

topic sentence, introduction 

of evidence and discussion 

of evidence. 

I develop my argument 

coherently using a topic 

sentence, introduction of 

evidence and discussion 

of evidence. 

I use a topic and/or 

conclusion sentence but it 

may be vague.  

My evidence is generally 

in the middle of the 

paragraph and is vaguely 

connected to the 

argument.  

I lack a topic sentence. 

Organization may be 

difficult to follow. 

2.5 

Both paragraphs 

are missing a 

concluding 

sentence. 

Stay focused on 

your argument. 

I can use standard 
writing conventions 
including properly 
citing evidence. 
(L1&2) 

Mechanical and 

grammatical errors are rare 

or non-existent. I follow 

accepted conventions of 

quotations and citations 

with no errors. 

I have few (2-4) 

mechanical or 

grammatical errors.  I 

follow accepted 

conventions of quotations 

and citations with few 

errors. 

I have some (5-8) 

mechanical or 

grammatical errors but 

communication is not 

impaired. I demonstrate 

knowledge of accepted 

conventions of quotations. 

My writing is difficult 

to read because of the 

many errors. I have 

little or no use of 

conventions. 

3 

You have a few 

proof-reading 

errors. 

 

 

Comments:  

  

 



 

 

 
Abdia Jimenez 
Sep 23, 2010 
Ms. Haines 

In the play Antigone by Sophocles, Antigone decisions reflect extreme dedication to her 

virtue. The way that Antigone tells her sister that she is going to bury her brother is a 

demonstration on how much she believes in her mortal. Even after her sister said no Antigone 

didn’t care and she said that she will do what she know is best one way or another. “But I will bury 

him; and if I must die, I say that this crime is holy: I shall lie down with him in death, and I shall be as 

dear to him as he to me” (192). Antigone does care and even though she may come out as 

demanding and stubborn but she’s just trying to do was right in her eyes. She shouldn’t care about 

the king like she says because her sister is afraid she is trying to convince Ismene because she 

knows that she can’t do it alone. Antigone is very strong and she stands up and speaks her mind. 

Antigone and her sister have different ways of acting and doing things. When Antigone says she is 

going to do or say something she does it without thinking twice while her sister changes her 

thoughts. The conflict that Antigone has with Creon is probably going to affect her relationship 

between her and Haimon. 

 

            In this wonderful play by Sophocles named Antigone, Creon’s decision to lock Antigone in a 

stone vault reflects a desire for totalitarian control. Creon is trying to just do what he wants and he 

is not using his powers in the right way. Creon tells his son Haimon that, “Whoever is chosen to 

govern should be obeyed- must be obeyed, in all things, great and small, just and unjust!”(217).The 

conflict between Haimon and Creon collaborate with how he wants to show that he has control no 

matter what.  His son Haimon is trying to tell him to think and to use his powers as king correctly. 

Haimon told his father that “In flood time you can see how some trees bend, and because they 

bend, even there twigs are safe, while stubborn trees are torn up, roots and all” (219). This 

metaphor describes how Creon should change the way he acts and think so he can have community 

that is not afraid of him and also look up to him for example leaders should knows when to put his 

foot down and when to be fair. 

 

      

Comment [N1]: Strong topic sentence. 

Comment [N2]: This is good evidence and you 
explain how it supports your argument, but you don’t 

make it clear what she wants to do and what it is she 

does and does not care about. 

Comment [N3]: End the paragraph with a focus 
on your argument. 

Comment [N4]: This is a good introduction of 
evidence, but make it even stronger by saying what 
he wants and what the right and wrong ways are. 

Comment [N5]: Good use of the literary device. 

Comment [N6]: Your paragraph would be even 

stronger with a concluding sentence. 



 

 


